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Downtown celebrates V- J Day 


Clones to 
Barack 
and roll 


or The Brooklyn Paper 


Even the Brooklyn Cyclones are tak- 
ing advantage of the most anticipated 
presidential inaugural in decades. 

The hometown team will don “Ba- 
racklyn Cyclone” jerseys for their June 
23 home game at Keyspan Park — plus 
the front office will roll out special 
election-themed giveaways, including 
ticket prices that turn back the clock to 
See BARACKLYN on page 2 


Cadman Plaza victory over judges 


The occupation is over! 

Judges and other state 
Supreme Court employ- 
ees moved their cars back 
to their refurbished park- 
ing lot in Columbus Park 
on Wednesday morning, 
three months after seizing 
a pedestrian walkway at the 
northern end of the park as 
a temporary lot. 

Construction crews in- 
stalled an entrance into the 
judge’s original parking lot 
near the comer of J oralemon 
and Adams streets — itself 
part of Columbus Park — so 
that the jurists could drive 
directly into the lot from 
Joralemon Street instead 
of driving on a bluestone- 
tiled pedestrian pathway and 
using it as an overflow lot. 

During the occupation. 


the city fenced off what had 
been a pedestrian-only area 
and barred the public from 
walking from Borough Hall 
and the state Supreme Court 
building toward the General 
Post Office and other points 
north. 

Acting Administrative 
Judge Abe Gerges said on 
Wednesday that he happy 
that his judges could move 

larly because it resolves his 
security concerns. 

“Everybody’s satisfied,” 
he said. “There is an issue of 
security. And we are back 
in our secure facilities.” 

Park goers and pedestri- 
ans were overjoyed to have 
their space back. One couple, 
goaded by a Brooklyn Pa- 
per photographer, even rec- 
reated Alfred Eisenstaedt’s 
famous photo from V-J Day 


Future of Coney Island is porn 

Joe Sitt's Web site becomes homepage for horndogs 


There goes the neighborhood! 

A Web site created by Coney Island 
landowner Joe Sitt to herald “the fu- 
ture of Coney Island” is now an adults- 
only site that hawks “the best pom on 
the Net.” 

So much for the future of Coney Is- 
land! 

As first reported by the Web site 
Curbed on Monday, visitors who used 
to go to www.TheFutureOfConeyls- 
land.com to read about Sitt’s $1.5-bil- 
lion Vegas-style plan for the so-called 
“People’s Playground” were instead 
met with a sexy come-on. 

“Here is the best pom site on the 
Net,” the text reads (we’re translating 




in 1945. 

“I’m happy — I thought 
it was going to be taken 
away from us forever,” 
said a Downtown resi- 
dent, Samuel Valley. 

“It was annoying to in- 
convenience the public 
so the judges can have 
an easier commute,” 
added a DUMBO res- 
ident named Matt. 

The area wasn’t sup- 
posed to be a parking 
lot at all — it is actu- 
ally zoned as park- 
land. Office workers, 
residents and pedes- 
trians need the open 
space more than the judges 
need it for parking, park ad- 
vocates said. community leaders that his 

When the city was build- judges would park in a new 
ing a new courthouse nearby lot inside that building. That 
in 1999, then-Administra- never happened, however, 
tive Judge Michael Pesce told — with Zeke Faux 


from the French, by the way). 

Then, by clicking on the word 
“porno,” the viewer is taken to www. 
SexePomol .com, aracy Belgium-based 
site registered to Davina Cukier. 

Attempts to reach Cukier — for jour- 
nalistic purposes, we assure you! You 
know, to get renderings of her plans for 
Coney Island — were unsuccessful. Cuk- 
ier’s site did suggest one possible future 


of Coney Island, though it is unclear if 
city officials would approve of turning 
the entire area into a nude beach. 

Closer inspection revealed that 
Sitt’s site was not hacked, but actu- 
ally picked up by Cukier after Sitt’s 
company, Thor Equities, allowed it to 
lapse last fall. 

Sitt’s decision to no longer main- 
tain the “future of Coney Island” site 


v doubt on the developer’s in- 
continuing his battle with city 
officials over a zoning change that he 
needs in order to build his 24-7-365 
amusement, hotel and retail complex 
in an area roughly between the Cy- 
clone roller coaster and the Keyspan 
Park baseball stadium. 

The newly sexed-up Web site was 
the talk of the Coney Island Message 
Board this week. 

“[Thor has] abandoned the future of 
Coney Island!” wrote a poster who goes 
by the screen name Electricia. “The fu- 
ture of Coney Island is now porno.” 

Sitt’s spokesman did not return re- 
peated requests for comment. He told 
the New York Post that the developer 
had simply opted not to renew his own- 
ership of the Web address. 


Two Brooklynites celebrated the end of the occupation of Columbus 
Park by recreating Alfred Eisenstaedt's V-J Day photo (left). 


Paper launches ‘Wire’ 


Finally, one-stop shopping comes to 
the Internet — thanks to “The Brook- 
lyn Wire.” 

Our Web site, BrooklynPaper.com, 
now includes a single page that delivers 
much of the commentary, features and 
entertainment coverage about Brook- 
lyn that’s on the Web. 

Here’s how it works: “The Brook- 


lyn Wire” captures Brooklyn stories 
posted on a wide variety of local blogs, 
Internet pages and newspaper Web 
sites — and it’s automatically updated 
around the clock. 

So now, while enjoying The Brook- 
lyn Paper’s award-winning coverage, 
you’ll also have access to everyone 
else’s take on the Brooklyn news of 
the day — all in one place. 


BROOKLYN IS NOT IMMUNE 

Arena no longer 'feasible' 



B'stone prices holding 
but are ready to fall 

By Ben Muessig 

The Broo)etytkt%lper - - -g-- _ ~* ' ' \ < 

It may be the beginning of the end. 

Housing prices remain strong in Brownstone Brooklyn, but a huge 
drop in the number of sales portends coming doom, experts said. 

“A decline in the number of sales nearly always precedes a de- 
cline in prices,” said Jonathan Miller, president of the real-estate 
consulting firm Miller Samuel, which conducted the study for the 
Prudential Douglas Elliman real-estate firm. “Price trends are ac- 
tually the last thing to look at when you’re looking at the health of 
a market. 

“There is always a lag time between a drop in sales and a drop in 
price, but we’ve had such sustained euphoria [during the boom] that 
the reorientation of sellers is simply taking longer,” Miller added. 
“Buyers are looking low, and sellers are looking to hold on to last 
year’s prices.” See PRICES on page 12 


Borough President Markowitz, one of 
BruceRatner’s staunchest allies, dropped 
a bombshell on Tuesday, saying that the 
$l-billion basketball arena at the heart 
of Atlantic Yards is no longer “econom- 
ically feasible” and that Ratner and state 
officials need to give the expensive de- 
sign “a second look” so that the struc- 
ture can actually get built. 

Markowitz’s bombshell written state- 
ment was first given on Tuesday to the 
New York Times, which has a business 
partnership with Ratner and whose news 
coverage of the 16-skyscraper mega- 
project has been generally uncritical. It 
' r released to other media out- 




developer was looking for ways to cut 
costs in Frank Gehry ’s innovative design 
— a design that was once a main selling 
point of the controversial project. 

“As we all know, the economic real- 
ities have changed since the inception 
of this project,” Markowitz said. “As 
has been widely reported, Forest City 
Ratner is looking hard at ways to re- 
alize cost savings by doing things like 
using more cost-effective materials. 

“To that end, I am asking Forest City 
Ratner and the Empire State Develop- 
ment Corporation to give [the arena] de- 
sign a second look, and conceptualize 
a sports and entertainment venue that 
is more economically feasible, but pro- 
vides the modern amenities our resi- 
dents and visitors to Brooklyn demand 
and deserve,” he said. 

See YARDS on page 12 



Smartmom's economic slowdown 



NO-TEL 

'Park' planners 
abandon lodge 


A ballyhooed hotel that would have 
funded a large part of the maintenance 
budget for the controversial Brooklyn 
Bridge Park has been quietly abandoned 
by the condo-and-greenspace develop- 
ment’s planners. 

“We have no schedule for the hotel 
now” due to the dismal economy, Re- 
gina Myer, president of the Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Development Corporation, 
told Community Board 2’s park com- 
mittee on Monday. 

Plans had called for construction of 
the 225 -room luxury lodge at the foot 
of Old Fulton Street to begin next year, 
with a 2012 opening. 

The hotel was part of the unique fi- 
nancial model of the project in which 
park upkeep was to be fully funded by 
revenue-producing elements inside its 
gates. The hotel was expected to gen- 
erate 14 percent of the annual upkeep. 

Critics denounced that scheme for 
bringing deluxe housing and hotels into 
apublic patk, while supporters lauded the 
scheme as the only way to ensure that the 
park’s maintenance be insulated from the 
whims of government budget cutters. 

Instead of paying taxes, the hotelier 
would make payments earmarked for 
the park’s upkeep, as would residents 
of approximately 1,210 condos in the 
85-acre development. Planners in 2005 
said park upkeep would cost $ 1 5 .2 mil- 
lion per year, and analysts estimated the 
hotel would bring in $2.5 million. 

Brooklyn Bridge Park Development 
Corporation will discuss its "financial 
model" at NYU-Polytechnic University 
(Adams Street between Willoughby 
and Tillary streets in Downtown), Jan. 
29 at 6 pm. Call (212) 803-3100 for info. 
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Keep your resolutions with 

^^.Park Slope 

6 weeks 



18 CLASSES ONLY $325 

with mention of this ad 

START DATE: Monday, January 12 

Classes on Monday, Wednesday & Friday 
6-7 am*, 7 - 8 am, 10 - 11 am** 

For additional info and times, please call Drill Instructor Tanya at 

917 - 373-3721 

E-mail: bootcampnycl@aol.com 

www.BootcampChallengeNewYork.com 

Shower facilities available 

*6 am classes in Park Slope begin January 21 **10 am class in Park Slope Only 


Walentas 'Dock 9 project sails 

CB2 OKs controversial tower near Brooklyn Bridge 


By Sarah Portlock 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A local community board 
resoundingly approved a con- 
troversial plan on Wednesday 
night for an 18-story build- 
ing that opponents say would 
forever ruin views of the fa- 
bled Brooklyn Bridge, but 
supporters say will bring a 
much-needed public middle 
school and affordable hous- 
ing to DUMBO. 

Community Board 2 voted 
30-7 to approve the develop- 
ment, which is slated to in- 
clude 65 below-market-rate 
units and the 300-deskmid- 
dle school on Dock Street. 
The vote came less than a 
month after the board’s land- 
use committee rejected the 
project in a bitter 7-6 vote. 

Developer Jed Walentas 
beamed after Wednesday 
night’s win, the first good 
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news that he and his father 
David have had on the proj- 
ect, whose earlier version 
was shelved four years ago 
amid community opposi- 
tion. The current plan calls 
for the tallest part of the build- 
ing to be further away from 
the bridge, plus adds the af- 
fordable housing and mid- 
dle school as sweeteners. 

“The project has enor- 
mous benefit now, and it is 
the right project at the right 
time in the right site,” he said. 
“I think we listened to why 
people rejected the project 
the first time and we made 
appropriate adjustments.” 

But opponents say that the 
building height would still 
ruin views of the bridge, 
though the 183 -foot struc- 
ture is comparable to others 
in the former warehouse dis- 
trict between the Manhattan 
and Brooklyn bridges. 

Project opponent and com- 
munity board member Sid- 
ney Meyer reminded his col- 
leagues that middle schools 
could be built elsewhere, but 
the bridge is permanent. 

“It’s a mistake to build any- 
thing that close to the bridge 

— it’s an icon for the entire 
city of New York,” Meyer 
said. “A school can be built 
somewhere else.” 

The city has rejected siting 
the much-desired school any- 
where but the Dock Street site 

— and has already set aside 
$43 million to build the inte- 



Developer Jed Walentas enjoys the Community 
Board 2 vote for his project on Wednesday night. 


rior spaces. By providing the 
space, Walentas would save 
the city roughly $50 million in 
school construction costs. 

That won the day for CB2 
member Lincoln Restler. 

“When we look at what [the 
community board] has asked 
for in the past, the need for a 
middle school tops that list,” 
Restler said, pointing to ad- 
ditional benefits of a400-car 
garage so near to the proposed 
Brooklyn Bridge Park. 

The project goes to Bor- 
ough President Markowitz 
next, and will eventually move 


to the City Council, where 
members often defer to the 
local councilmember. Coun- 
cilman David Yassky (D- 
Brooklyn Heights) opposes 
the project on the grounds that 
it blocks the “experience” of 
the historic span. 

ButYassky’scolleagueLe- 
titia James (D-Fort Greene) 
strongly supports the project 


afford to miss” the opportu- 
nity for the middle school. 

It’s unclear how that battle 
will play out in the full Coun- 
cil, abody that frequently sup- 


ports development. Council- 
man Tony Avella (D-Queens), 
who chairs the council’s zon- 
ing committee, said at an anti- 
Dock Street rally on Jan. 11 
that he would vote against the 
project because it ruins bridge 
views. 

But when The Brooklyn Pa- 
per recently walked the streets 
of DUMBO and Brooklyn 
Heights, they discovered that 
the only direct views of the 
bridge that would be blocked 
by the Walentas building are 
at York and Front streets — 
a view that is not popular 
with tourists because Man- 
hattan itself cannot be seen 
in the distance. The much 
more crowded tourist vis- 
tas from the Fulton Ferry 
Landing would be virtually 
unchanged by the Walentas 
building, which would rise 
behind the bridge’s spider- 
like cable array. 

And while pedestrians 
heading from Brooklyn to 
Manhattan will have their 
view of the Manhattan Bridge 
and East River obscured, 
shutterbugs need only walk 
a dozen more feet toward 
Manhattan and the blocked 
view clears completely. 

The borough president's 
hearing on the project will 
be on Tuesday, Jan. 27, 
from 4 to 9 pm, at Brooklyn 
Borough Hall [209 Jora- 
lemon St., between Adams 
and Court streets, (718) 
802-3856], 


CONEY FREAK OUT 

Art Society lets the public 
weigh in with wacky ideas 


With the plans for redevelop- 
ing Coney Island mired in conflict 
among the city, developer Joe Sitt 
and Boardwalk boosters, the Peo- 
ple’s Playground has become an Ur- 
ban Planner’s Playground. 

The Manhattan-based Municipal 
Arts Society released its vision for 
“saving” Coney’s amusement zone, 
showing off a series of outrageous — 
and, like one of the “world’s tallest 
building” (pictured) and another of 
a bullet train from Manhattan oper- 
ating on regular subway lines — un- 
buildable. 

The group’s “Imagine Coney Is- 
land” project overlaps with the city’s 
current plan in that it also recom- 
mends that the Bloomberg Admin- 
istration buy up land in the amuse- 


And it calls fornew signature rides 
— though neither the city nor the 
Municipal Art Society has explained 
where the money is going to come 

The Bloomberg Administration 
has said it wants to build a nine- 
acre city-owned amusement park 
surrounded by blocks of privately 
held attractions like bowling alleys, 
movie theaters and hotels to keep the 
summer fun going all year round. 

But that ambition collided with 
Sitt’s stated goal of building his 
own tourist Xanadu on the sea- 
sonal, honky-tonk Boardwalk. 

The two sides have been battling it 
out while also confronting the com- 
plaints from merchants and Coney 
fanatics who say that both plans do 
not preserve enough rides and the 
beloved carnie atmosphere. 



BARACKLYN... 


Continued from page 1 In addition, on Jan. 20, the 

the days before George W. team, which has not won a 
Bush made his mark on the league title since 2001, will 
nation. officially be calling itself the 


80MPG leMfS 


Y DON’T YOU? 


VESPA BROOKLYN 


Open 7 Days 

(718)254-0808 f 


sib 


“Baracklyn Cyclones,” aref- 
erence to The Brooklyn Pa- 
per’s now-legendary election 
week headline. 

“The President-elect’s 
message is one of change,” 
said Cyclone GM Steve Co- 
hen. “In an effort to pay hom- 
age to that idea, we’re chang- 
ing our prices, our policies, 
and the name of our team — 
for one day, at least.” 

For the June 23 game, the 
New York-Penn League’s pe- 
rennial vice presidents will 
provide “universal health 
care” to the first 1,000 fans, 
in the form of free Band-Aids . 


Any plumber named Joe will 
receive two free tickets — 
one for himself and one to 
“spread the wealth.” 

Anyone with the surname 
“McCain” or “Palin” will get 
a free bleacher seat (it’s a 
consolation prize). And the 
first 2,500 people through 
the turnstiles will get a Ba- 
rack Obama bobblehead doll , 
featuring the 44th president 
wearing a Baracklyn Cy- 
clones jersey, number 44. 

Oh, and by the way, any- 
one named Barack will get 

Tickets for the June 23 
game, at reduced prices, will 
be available from 10 am on 
Jan. 20 until Jan. 23 by call- 
ing (718) 507-TIXX. 


I Religiou! 
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The Brooklyn 
Hospital Center 
offers your kids 
fast emergency 
care close to home. 



Whether it’s a bruise, bee sting, bug bite or bump, 
your kids will get the highest quality pediatric 
emergency treatment fast - and close to home - 
at The Brooklyn Hospital Center. Our Emergency 
room doctors work together with a full range of 
pediatric specialists, blending caring and cultural 
sensitivity with advanced medical technology. 
When it comes to emergency pediatric care, you 
have a choice. Choose the close alternative — 
The Brooklyn Hospital Center. 


Get expedited 
carewhen your 
doctor lets us 
know you’re 
coming. 
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PARK SLOPE 


Rash of J. J. Byrne mugs 


By Zeke Faux 

for The Brooklyn Paper 
A gang of teens assaulted 
an 1 1-year-old on Monday — 
the latest in a string of af- 
ter-school muggings in J.J. 
Byrne Park. 

Police say that the hoods 
collared apair of students from 
MS 51 — which is at the cor- 
ner of Fifth Avenue andFourth 
Street — around 3:30 pm and 
asked for iPods and money. 

One of the sixth graders 
managed to get away, but the 
vicious thugs kept on punch- 
ing the other in the face. 

“It’s not just bullies in 
the playground,” said Roger 
Hodge, the father of the vic- 
tim. “It’s the sort of thing that 
could escalate.” 

Indeed, it already has. 
Monday’s incident follows 
a similar, though less vio- 
lent, attack on another stu- 
dent in the same park last 
week, Hodge said. 

Students have long noticed 
the gang, which only recently 



turned violent — perhaps be- 
cause no cops were around. 

Police generally conduct 
afternoon patrols in J.J. Byrne 
Park — which some are now 
calling “Washington Park” 
— but the beat officer was 
redeployed on Monday due 
to an emergency, said Coun- 
cilman Bill DeBlasio, him- 
self an MS 51 parent. 

“I am deeply concerned 
and I am working with the 
precinct commander to de- 
termine how we can get more 
patrol strength at MS 5 1 at the 
end of the day as needed, ’’said 
DeBlasio (D-Park Slope). 

MS 51 principal Lenore 
Berner agreed that more pa- 
trols are needed, but isn’t tell- 
ing students to stay out of 
the park, which is across the 
street from her school. 

“It’s a public space and it 
should be available to stu- 
dents,” said Berner. 

“I’m urging parents to 
A cop was walking the beat on Wednesday in J.J. reach out to the police so 
Byrne Park, two days after a horrific mugging of a that there is more presence 
student at MS 51 by a gang of teens. in the park.” 


BAY RIDGE 


e-Terrorism at Jewish Center 


Hacker changes home page to pro-Hamas message 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The conflict in Gaza is flaring up 
in Bay Ridge. 

As battles raged on Tuesday, Jan. 6, 
an anti-Israeli computer hacker altered 
the Web site of the Bay Ridge Jewish 
Center so that visitors were greeted with 
this message: “Death to Israel.” 

A hacker using the name EL_Mu- 
HAMMeD FOR PALESTINE replaced 
the temple’s Web site with a black page 
covered with poorly spelled diatribes 
against Israel, gory war photos, and the 


DOWNTOWN 


declaration: “For Palestine For Gazza 
(sic) For Hamas.” 

“It’s very disturbing and it’s intru- 
sive — we’re really upset,” said Herb 
Karasik, the congregation president. 

The hacker’s work was removed by 
Wednesday afternoon. 

“If you think about it, we’re an ob- 
scure little synagogue in a corner of 
Brooklyn,” added Karasik. “It’s just to 
annoy us, to make us feel violated.” 

Police say that despite the violent 
declarations, Bay Ridge is safe. 

“It’s being investigated, but it doesn’t 


look like there is a real threat to the 
community at this time,” said Deputy 
Inspector Eric Rodriguez, the com- 
manding officer of the 68th Precinct, 
who noted that the hacker infiltrated 
the Web site from overseas. 

A local Islamic leader was quick to 
condemn the hacker. 

“We have kept a very good relation- 
ship with the Jewish Center,” said Wael 
Mosfar, president of Bay Ridge’s Arab 
Muslim American Federation. “We do 
not encourage this kind of behavior, 
and we do not stand for it.” 


Park moves forward 

City acquires lots for 'Willoughby Square' 

By Sarah Portlock 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The economy may be in 
trouble, but it hasn’t slowed 
down the city’s plans to build 
a Bryant Park-style park in 
Downtown. 

Just before the holidays, 
the city spent $38.5 million 
to acquire three privately 
owned lots on Duffield Street 
and in Albee Square, where The city's Downtown upzoning in 2004 envisioned 
it will build the Willoughby this Bryant Park-style greenspace at its core. 



Square Park — and the city 
Economic Development Cor- 
poration said it is in negoti- 
ations to buy the remaining 
eight lots that it needs. 

“We hope to lease the as- 
semblage to a developer and 
start construction later this 
year,” said the spokeswoman, 
Janel Patterson. 

The proposed 1-1/2-acre 
park was one of the main sell- 
ing points of a controversial 
rezoning of much of Down- 
town in 2004 that allowed 
the construction of massive 
high-rises, all surrounding 
the proposed green core, 
which will have a parking 
garage underneath. 


RED HOOK 


More ferry bad news at Ikea 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Ikea has again slashed its 
free ferry and shuttle bus ser- 
vice, citing declining use of 
the complimentary transit by 
shoppers to its Red Hook me- 
gastore. 

“We have been monitor- 
ing ridership on a day-to-day, 
hour-to-hour basis and have 
determined that since win- 
ter has arrived, this approach 
represents the most efficient 
schedule,’ said store skipper 


Mike Baker. 

Effective Jan. 26, the 
water taxi, which docks on 
the home furnishing giant’s 
esplanade and at Pier 11 in 
Manhattan, will depart ev- 
ery 40 minutes on weekdays 
between 2 and 7 pm, rather 
than from 1 to 9 pm. 

And on weekends, the ves- 
sels will run between 11 am 
and 9 pm, instead of 10 am 
to 10 pm. 

The shuttle bus , which nav- 
igates a route fromtheBeard 
Street store to Borough Hall, 


and the Smith-Ninth streets 
and Fourth Avenue subway 
stations, will also run less 
frequently. On weekdays, 
the omnibus will run every 
30 minutes from 3 to 8 pm, 
down from 1 to 9 pm. Ikea 
will provide it on Saturdays 
and Sundays from 11 am to 

9 pm, instead of the current 

10 am to 10 pm service. 
This is the second cut in 

service since the seller of 
inexpensive furniture and 
Swedish meatballs opened 


The store made its first 
reduction in ferry and bus 
schedules after Labor Day, 
much to the chagrin of free- 
loaders who rode in and out of 
Red Hook without any inten- 
tion of shopping at Ikea. 

In order to win city ap- 
proval for what was a con- 
troversial plan to build the 
first Ikea in the five boroughs , 
the store said it would pro- 
vide the free rides as a way 
to limit an increase in car 
traffic on Red Hook’s quiet 
backstreets. 


Cheyenne Di-nied! 



t coming to Red Hook. 


The Cheyenne Diner isn' 

By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

ARedHookdeveloperwho 
tried to rescue a Manhattan 
railcar diner from the wreck- 
ing ball has given up on his 
plan to move it to Brooklyn 
— but an 1 lth-hour purchase 
of the relic by an Alabama 
investor ended the eatery’s 
deep-fried deathwatch. 

Mike O’Connell intended to 
plant the retro Cheyenne Diner 
in Red Hook on Reed Street 
across from theFairway super- 
market, a site developed by his 
father Greg. But his vision for 
a beer garden and revamped 
menu were stymied because he 
did not obtain permits to haul 
it across the Manhattan Bridge 
and failed to find a barge op- 
erator who could ship it at an 
affordable cost. 

The preservationist Michael 
Perlman, who does not want 
to see the dwindling number 


of vintage, film noir-esque 
diners go extinct, had helped 
O’Connell buy the Cheyenne 
last year for $5,000. 

But that seemingly sweet- 
heart deal required O’Connell 
to find away to get the restau- 
rant from its longtime home 
at the corner of Ninth Avenue 
and 33rd Street in Gaphat- 
tan to the promised land in 
Red Hook. 

When he couldn’t do it, 
O’Connell gave up his $1,000 
deposit and withdrew from the 
project — putting the diner 
back on the chopping block. 

It would have been simply 
demolished to make room for a 
new development, but Perlman 
put the word out that the railcar 
was again on the market. On 
Thursday, he announced that 
Joel Owens of Birmingham, 
Ala., bought the eatery from 
owner George Papas and will 
move the diner down south. 


CLINTON HILL 

ANIMAL CLINIC 

Announces its new location 
at 476 Myrtle Avenue 

between Washington Ave. & Hall St. 

(718) 623-3999 

We will be open as of Saturday, Jan 17 

Dr. Pamella Dendtler 
Dr. Monica Johnson 


CLINIC HOURS: 

9am-7pm Mon-Fri • 9am-5pm Sat 
Closed Sun 



Celebration 

with special 
promotions 
and giveaways 

2009 
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t ° jewelry ° coupon 

10% off any item 

HAYSTACK 
130 Clinton Street 

Streets) ° Brooklyn Heights 

718 246 2510 




m FREE Apple Diagnostic! 

The Mac Support Store 

Brooklyn's First Apple Authorized Repair Shop! 
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Brooklyn Doe House 

1 J daycare fi boarding 

A A 718 222-4900 

/ *~' N n 7am-l0pm weekdays, Qam-lOpm weekends 


fli 


2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 
web cams - watch your dog play 
curbside pick up and drop off 
air-conditioned / sprinklered building 
individual attention 

multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

]Tj Douglass (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndogtiouse.com 
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Sujoy t&e 
Sun&et 


Premium Domestic 
& Imported Beers 

969 3rd Avenue 

(nt 37 St, across from Costco) 

Sunset Park 

Open Mon-Sat 
We Deliver 


( 718 ) 788-8000 

www.sunsefbeer.com 


j\ seventh ave. 

Nraming 


374 7th Avenue 



unique, whimsical clothing for the whole family 
designed in the traditional batik wax £- dye method 



492 Atlantic Avenue ■ Poerum Hill (between. Nevins f, 
(71 S) 596-6*49 • www.nancybatik.com 
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Enjoy a worry-free vacation 

with short-term care from Prospect Park 



P rospect Park Respite 

Care gives you the peace 
of mind that comes from 

will be well taken care of 
while you’re away. We offer a 
variety of services (including 
our Essentia® program for the 
memory-impaired) to meet 
each individual’s unique needs 
in a dignified and respectful 
manner. Our elegant, homelike 
community and full schedule 
of stimulating daily activities 
will provide your loved one 

environment during their stay 
with us. Let Prospect Park 
Respite Care give you the 
chance to truly enjoy some 
time away this year. 


Call Desiree McNally 
One Prospect Park West 
Brooklyn, NY 11215 

718.622.8400 




PROSPECT PARK 

Quality Senior Living 


www.prospectparkresidence.com 


Gunpoint mug on First St 


9th Street Optical 
and Vision Center 


SPECIALISTS ON STAFF: 

Kevin S. Meyers, M.D., Ophthalmology 
Eric Colman, O.D., Optometry 
Tatyana Galinsky, O.D. 

•Comprehensive Eye Exams 
•Prescriptions Filled 
•Contact Lenses 

•Glaucoma and Cataract Testins and Treatment 


| Gucci • Prada • Dior • Jai Kudo • and more 
Open Monday - Saturday 



(718) 965-2545 

J2 9th St. (Between 5th & 6th Ave 
Park Slope 


Park Slope 

A scary hood robbed a man at 
gunpoint on First Street on Jan. 9 
— getting away with $300. 

The gunman approached his vic- 
tim betweenEighthAvenue and Pros- 
pect Park West at around 6:30 pm 
and said, “Hey buddy, give me your 
money. I’m not gonna hurt you.” 

That promise, however, was be- 
lied by the metal piece he bran- 
dished in his hand. 

After the mugging, the thug 
fled. 

Head case 

A savage punk slammed a teen- 
ager in the head with a lunchroom- 
style tray at a Fifth Avenue pizza 
joint on Jan. 8, sending the girl to 
the hospital. 

The man was arguing with the 
teen in the pizzeria — which is at 
the comer of 1 1th Street — at 3 am 
when he suddenly struck her. 

The girl said she did not know 
her tray-sailant. 

No-good chiseler 

A burglar used a chisel to break 
into a 12th Street apartment, snag- 
ging a sweet gaming system some- 
time between Dec. 24 and Jan. 5. 

The handy hood chiseled open 
the lock of the apartment — which 
is at the comer of Eighth Avenue — 
and walked off with a 32-inch TV, a 
Nintendo Wii and four games. The 
tenantnoticedthecrimewhenhere- 
tumed from an extended vacation. 

Cig run gone bad 

A hooligan busted into a fash- 
ionable woman’s car on Garfield 
Place on Jan. 3 and grabbed a pile 
of designer accessories. 

The Park Sloper had parked in 
front ofagrocery store between Sev- 
enth and Eighth avenues at 12:30 am 
to buy apack of smokes. While she 
was inside, the hood stole a Gucci 
watch and bracelet, a pair of Dior 
sunglasses, a Club Monaco hand- 
bag and $200. — Zeke Faux 


Carroll Cardens-Cobble Hill 
Red Hook 

Mr. Mug 

A pony-tailed hooligan mugged 
a 12-year-old boy near the corner 
of Henry Street and Fourth Place 
on Jan. 9. 

At 8:15 am, the villain asked the 
12-year-old, “What do you have 
in your pockets?” The schoolboy 
surrendered $5. 

Phone sharks 

Police apprehended two teenage 
boys accused of stealing a younger 
lad’s cellphone on the comer of But- 
ler and Smith streets on Jan. 7. 
The cuffed crooks, 15 and 17, 


behind' and said 
“Don’t move, give 


POLICE BLOTTER \ 


Office pee-on 


more like the Giants. 

The watchman in the enclosed 
„ , , , , mallalmostapprehendedthequick- 

fingered CT00k ’ bUt th£ thirf ™ S 
n e into n . mrt . tre.et ware- a Philadelphia Eagle, juking 

past the security guard and holding 
70 DVDs from the shop be- 


broke into a Smith Street 
house on Jan. 8 and urinated 
the floor. 

The accused 36-year-old barged ^nFortGroene"piarem7so^ 


factory between Bay and Portland Avenue at 6:40 
Sigourney streets at 6:30 pm, ac- 
cording to the police report. Details Double Up 
aboutwhathappenednextaresoaked " 




Whether or not he intended to 


im, 36, said two sneaks 


and sneered at an employee “F— and the other stole a pair of Ray- 
you,you wantmetopaytopee?!” Ban glasses, an iPhone, a back- 
— Mike McLaughlin pack and various credit and bank- 
ing cards. 

Hood-lam 

A mugger yanked a woman’s 
jacket hood over her face, pinned 
her down and robbed her on Carl- 
ton Avenue on Jan. 7. 

The victim, 30, told police that 
wal- the villain stole her iPod and her 
purse, containing $60, at 6:20 pm 


Brooklyn Heights-DUMBO 
Boerum Hill-Downtown 

Gym rats 

A real gym rat broke into a fel 
low exerciser’s locker at an Atlan- 
tic Avenue gym and stole 
let on Jan. 9. 

The perp got away with $195 between DeKalb and Lafayette av- 


and credit cards in the 1 
incident at the gym, which is be- 
tween Court Street and Boerum 
Place and makes frequent appear- 
ances in the Police Blotter. 

Granny larceny 

Insensitive punks mugged a 
64-year-old woman on Fulton Street 
on Jan. 8, making off with herpurse 
and pushing her to the ground in 
their escape. 


— Mike McLaughlin 


Bay Ridge 

10th snatch 

A man snatched a woman’s 
purse on 10th Avenue on Jan. 9. 


Thevi 


n, 40, w; 


at the cc 


of 62nd Street at around mid- 
day when the thug sneaked up from 
behind and yanked the purse from 


The woman told cops she was her shoulder, breaking the sti 


etbook, while another pushed her 
to the ground. 

Cops said the woman i 
injured too badly. 

House break 

perp broke i 


Two much crime 

Two nearby apartments were 
ransacked for jewelry in sepa- 
rate incidents three days apart 
last week, cops said. 

In the first incident, someone 


Warren Street apartment on Jan. sto le thousands in fancy rocks from 


5, making off with her 
top and $5. 

left for work 


a 10th Avenue basement apartment 
on Jan. 6. The victim told police 
that she leftthe apartment, between 


pm, but when she returned to the 70t h and 71st streets, at around 7 
' ■■■ing, which isbctwccn Smith am. When she returned just before 


and Hoyt streets, eight hours later, 
her front door was open and her 
computer was gone. 

Sidekick-ed 

Cops arrested four punks for 


4 pm, she noticed a rear door I 
the apartment was ajar, and more 
than $4,500 worth of jewelry was 
gone. 

Three days later, the 45-year- 


stealing akid’s Sidekick cellphone old owner of a 68th Street home, 
on Jan. 7, after they beat him up between Eighth and Ninth avenues, 


in his delivery truck! — and ran 
down a 21-year-old suspect, leaving 
him with an injured leg. The other 
crook made off with the money, 

Jacket envy 

A cruel crook slashed a 16-year- 
old in the face for his jacket on 
Jan. 9. 

The hoodlum confronted his 
victim on Roebling Street between 
North Fifth and North Sixth streets 
at around 3:45 pm and pulled out 
a blade. 

“I want that jacket,” the thug 
said, before stabbing the victim 
and fleeing. 

Caught in the act 

An Eagle Street womanretumed 
home on Jan. 8 to find two guests 
in her apartment — burglarizing 

The victim happened upon the 
crime at around 3:10 pm when she 
opened the door to find aman stand- 
ing in the middle of her living room, 
pilfering her belongings. 

“Holy s-t, let’s go, let’s go!” the 
crook shouted to an accomplice, 
who emerged from the victim’s 
bedroom clutching her camera, 
computer, jewelry and laptop. 

The crooks fled out the back 
door down an emergency exit and 
escaped from the building, which 
is between McGuinness Boulevard 
and Manhattan Avenue. 

Drive-by snatch 

Crooks in Greenpoint are go- 
ing after women’s handbags then 
escaping in dark sedans. Here are 
the shocking details from three 
separate incidents: 

• A bearded thug tussled at the 
corner of Meserole Avenue and 
Jewel Street with a 79-year-old 
woman for her pocketbook on 
Jan. 4, then fled in a dark car. 

The mean mugger grabbed the 
victim at around 10:15 am, threw 
her to the ground, and wrestled 
her purse from her grasp before 
jumping into his car. 

• Cops nabbed a thug who at- 
tempted to mug a 22-year-old for 
her handbag at North Tenth Street 
and Bedford Avenue on Jan. 8, but 
his accomplice got away in a black 

The crooks had tried to yank 
the woman’s purse off her arm at 
around 4:30 pm, but the victim 
held on. 

• Just hours later, a crook grabbed 
a 57-year-old woman’s purse and 
escaped in a black car. 

The thug targeted a victim wait- 
ing for the bus at Nassau Avenue 
and Sutton Street at around 10:15 
am, grabbed her bag, which con- 
tained car keys, a cellphone, credit 
cards, and cash, and fled in a black 
sedan. — Ben Muessig 


The security of a 
hard-working rate. 


M&T MARKET ADVANTAGE ACCOUNT 

275 % 

Promotional interest rate* for 3 months 
on balances of $25,000-$49,999 

1 

| 26 % 

nual Percentage Yield (APY)* 
balances of $25,000-$49,999 


The comfort of M&T. 

With an M&T Market Advantage account, you’ll get more than just a strong rate and 
access to your money anytime.*’ You’ll get the security of knowing your deposits are 
FDIC insured/ What’s more, you’ll get all the benefits of a relationship with a stable, 
reliable bank that has more than 150 years of experience meeting customer needs. 
Stop by any M&T branch today, call 1-800-724-3222, or visit us online at www.mtb.com 
to learn more about our offer and how we make banking all the more comfortable. 


WELCOME TO THE 

Comfc 

ZOb 


ort 

NE 


^ M&T Bank 


www.mtb.com 


ate applies to all balance tiers, provided the account 
I apply during the first three months after the account is opened. This is a 
opened with at least $10,000 and no more than $1 million, and based upon three mont 
daily), the APY is 1.07% (non-promotional interest rate 0.50%) for balances between $1 and $9,999.99, 1.15% (non-promotional inte 
interest rate 0.75%) for balances between $25,000 and $49,999.99, 1.45% (non-promotional interest rate 1.00%) for bait 1 
balances of $100,000 or more. All interest rates and APYs stated are accurate as of 1/7/09. Fees could reduce earnings i 


of 1/7/09 (which may change 
ate 0.60%) for balances between $10,000 and $24,999.99, 1.26% (norvpromotional 
sen $50,000 and $99,999.99, and 1.56% (non-promotional interest rate 1.14%) for 


on Livingston Street, between ered that someone had grabbed 
NevinsStreetandFlatbushAv- more than $2,500 in diamondjew- 
enue, at 4:30 pm when a perp elry from inside, 
asked for his phone. When he Wheel bad 


rerusea.arigntensuea.tventu- A S p ate 0 f car thefts hit the 
neighborhood last week, with at 
n <> mi- n nwe nrv - ^ast f our ve ht c j es disappearing 

First, someone stole a car off 
of 83rd Street on Jan. 2. 

i, 31, told cops he 


but the pack followed, knock- 
ing him to the ground. 

Cops nearby heard the 
skirmish and raced over, ar- 
resting the four perps and i 


claiming the victim’s phone. ked the car at the corner rf 

One of the perps had man- Dyker place at around 2:30 pm 
juana on him, cops said. When he returned two days later to 
Smashed ! retrieve the vehicle, it was gone. 

A perp smashed through a Then, two separate vehicles 
woman’s brand new car win- were stolen overnight on Jan. 4. 


dow and broke into her trunk 
i Jan. 11, and i 
r pocketbook. 


A 57-year-old man told polii 
off with he parked his car on Tenth Avenue, 
between 66th and 66th streets at 
Theownerleftthe2009Toy- around 5 pm. When he returned 
near the comer of 24 hours later, the car was nowhere 
sight. ^ 

came backafew hours later.her a parked car from 85th Street, be- 


window was smashed in and 
her trunk was wide open. 

Hair raising 

A hoodlum mugged a 
woman on Jan. 9 — and first 
got her attention by pulling 
her hair. 

The woman was near the 
comer of Jay and Fulton streets 


12th and 13th avenues. 
The 66-year-old victim said she 
locked the vehicle in her drive- 
way at around 10 pm. When she 


:o hop into the ci 


- the ni 


day at around 8: 15 
longer there. 

Finally, someone stole a car 
parked on Shore Road on Jan. 7. 
The 49-year-old owner of the 


a " 3 ° P" 1 ’ car told cops his friend left the Ve- 
nn vra e er air an hide between 88th and 89 th streets 

at around 10 am. When he went 
to retrieve the car the next day 
at around 4 pm, it wasn’t in its 
parking spot and there was bro- 
ken glass on the ground. 

— Emily Lavin 


grabbed her 
backpack, which contained 
credit cards, phone, and sil- 
ver earrings. — Sarah Port- 


Fort G reene-Clinton Hill 

Worse than fishy 

Masked gunmen robbed 
a Washington Avenue fish- 
monger on Jan. 4. 

The thieves, armed to the 
gills, burst into the wholesaler 
at 1 1 pm and demanded that 
the worker open the shop’s 
vault. They stole $4,000 
and one of the villains hit 
the worker in the face with 
his gun before fleeing. 

Broken tackle 

A shoplifter in an Atlan- 
tic Avenue electronics store 
broke free from a security he dropped acanvas bag i 
guard who attempted to tackle ing the cash, 
the thief on Jan. 5, but looked " ’ 


Greenpoint-Williamsburg 

Money dropped 

In a scene lifted from an action 
movie, two thugs attempted a bra- 
zen daylight robbery on a deliv- 
ery truck on Jan. 6, netting them 
big gains — and some time in the 
hospital. 

The crooks held up a bever- 
age company truck as he made a 
money drop at a Manhattan Ave- 
nue bank near the comer of Green- 
point Avenue. When the muggers 
slugged the wheelman in the face, 


But the driver gave chase - 


Williamsburg-Bushwick 

Purse curse 

A bad guy with a blade threat- 
ened a 26-year-old’s life for her 
purse on Jan. 3. 

The crook confronted the vic- 
tim from behind on South Fourth 
Street between Bedford and Dri- 
ggs avenues — just steps from her 
home — at around 1:30 am. 

“Give me your purse or I’ll kill 
you,” the thug demanded as he re- 
vealed a knife. 

The victim obliged and the thug 
escaped with her black Kenneth 
Cole purse, white Diesel wallet, 
IDs, bankcards, aBlackberry, keys, 
and $200. 

Bag grabs 

W llhamsburg crooks rang in the 
New Year with at least three purse 
snatchings. Here are the gripping 

• An impious perp heisted 
a 66-year-old’s purse during a 
Boerum Street church service 
on Dec. 31. 

The cruel crook grabbed the 
Coach bag — which was hanging 
in the lobby of the congregation 
— at around 12:30 pm and fled 
from the church, which is between 
Broadway andLorimer Street, with 
the victim’s wallet, credit cards, 
car keys, IDs and a cellphone. 

• A hoodlum crashed a New 
Year’s party at a popular Broad- 
way diner and snatched a revel- 

The thief grabbed the bag from 
beneath a table between 2 am and 
3:30 am and escaped from the eat- 
ery, which is between Wythe Av- 
enue and Berry Street, with the 
35-year-old victim’s Kate Spade 
wallet, checks credit cards, IDs, 
and $100. 

• A quick-handed thief grabbed 
a woman’s handbag from the seat 
of a Brooklyn-bound J train on 
New Year’s Day. 

The thief snatched the bag at 
around 3 pm while the train was 
between the Delancey Street stop 
in Manhattan and the Marcy Av- 
enue stop in Brooklyn, escaping 
with the purse, which contained an 
iPod, headphones, a wallet, credit 
cards, passports, Dior glasses, a 
phone, and IDs. 
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Beth Elohijjj 

^ILLLLLLLeL' 2009 

A CAMP FOR ALL AGES 


TERRIFIC 
TWOS 
CLASSES 

Our popular pre-nursery program 
for your toddler, accompanied by 
a parent or caregiver. 


Kindergarten ELEMENTARY 
4th™ade DAY CAMP 

Full day program. Recreational & 
Instructional swim daily in Temple pool, 
Active outdoor sports, arts & crafts, 
nature, gymnastics and music. 

Trips twice a week in & around NYC 



Congregation Beth Elohim 

MddTmpfeD’n^Kiri 


8th Ave. & Garfield PI. - Park slope For Elementary & Travel Camp 


Children of all faiths and ethnic 
backgrounds are welcome! 


www.congregationbethelohim.org 



Fit/e days of trips 
Swimming in Temple Pool 
Two (3 day) overnights. 
Mature, qualified staff 

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
for youth entering 9th grade 


For Tots & Preschool Camp 

call Maura Lorenzen or Jaci Israel at: 

499-6208 


call Bobbie Finkelstein 
768-3814x210 
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OUR OPINION 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


Bait and switch 


B orough President Markowitz’s call for 
Bruce Ratner to cut costs at Atlantic 
Yards is a shameless attempt to pro- 
vide cover for his political patron. 

Markowitz, of course, is Atlantic Yards’ 
single greatest cheerleader — and, as 
such, has done nothing but salute Ratner 
every step of the way, even as the proj- 
ect’s cost to taxpayers has grown, even 
as Ratner’s own studies revealed huge 
environmental and traffic flaws and, yes, 
even as the cost of the publicly financed 
basketball arena has gone from a then- 
unthinkable $450 million in 2003 to the 
positively obscene $950 million today. 

Last week, Ratner said that he would 
scale back the grandeurof the Frank Gehry- 
crafted arena — whose design was a main 
selling point for the entire $4-billion white 
elephant that is Atlantic Yards. 

Predictably,thisweek,Maikowitzputout 
his own press release, calling Gehry’s de- 
sign no longer “economically feasible.” 
And there you have it, folks: the Atlan- 
tic Yards bait-and-switch is complete. 


It started near the very beginning, 
back in 2003 when Ratner promised that 
the basketball arena would be funded 
entirely with private money. 

Almost immediately, the public was 
asked to front the cost of the building. 

Next, Ratner promised a grand pub- 
lic park — with an ice rink and running 
track — atop that arena. 

Soon after, he pulled that grand ur- 
ban rug out from under us. 

What followed were more promises 
— thousands of units of affordable hous- 
ing, a Gehry-designed hotel and office 
tower called “Miss Brooklyn” at the in- 
tersection of Atlantic and Flatbush av- 
enues, massive economic benefits for 
taxpayers — all of which are shelved. 

Anyone who knows Bruce Ratner’s his- 
tory in Brooklyn isn’t surprised. Here is a 
developer who always promises the stars , 
shoots for the moon, gets his political al- 
lies to approve the clouds — then builds a 
project that barely gets off the ground. 

At the Metrotech office complex, for 


example, Ratner promised a thriving, bus- 
tling Downtown befitting a borough that 
would be America’s frfth-largest city. In- 
stead, we got a quiet office park more 
suitable for a Midwestern backwater. 

At Atlantic Yards, Ratner promised a 
break from this sorry past, and brought 
in legendary architect Frank Gehry as 
his calling card. 

Gehry’s innovative designs dazzled 
state officials and local rubber-stamp- 
ers like Markowitz, none of whom both- 
ered to peel back the architect’s trade- 
mark metallic skin to see that Atlantic 
Yards was never “economically feasi- 
ble,” even under the best fiscal condi- 
tions. Indeed, last year, Ratner admit- 
ted that he had scrapped Gehry’s “Miss 
Brooklyn” office tower because he had 
failed to line up an anchor tenant during 
what had been a long Brooklyn boom. 

N ow Ratner war re money by 

watering down the look of the Atlantic 
Yards arena. 

Yet again, Ratner fails to deliver. 



LETTERS 


We all knew Ratner’s Yards wouldn’t work 


To the editor, 

Thank you for your front-page 
timetable of five years of Forest 
City Ratner’s efforts to gain con- 
trol of 22 acres of Brooklyn real 
estate (“Atlantic Yards at five: 
What went wrong,” Dec. 13). 

Of course, after five years we 
know there is no reason to believe 
this is over yet. Mayor Bloomberg 
is getting a shot at staying on, while 
Gov. Paterson and the daily pa- 
pers remain silently complicit. 

For now. Forest City’s treading 
water makes good sense. Come 
January or February, the feds will 
make stimulus money available to 
the states,creating an opportunity for 
the Atlantic Yards promotional team 
to pronounce that Atlantic Yards 
is a shovel-ready project with jobs, 
jobs, jobs and more jobs. 

Forest City’s demolition cre- 
ated blight and stopping work on 
the Carlton Avenue Bridge only 
makes Borough PresidentMarkow- 
itz and Forest City’s argument that 
much more convincing. Still de- 
nying federal financing for this 
project would be more consistent 
with what President-elect Obama 
meant when he spoke of govern- 


Send a letter 


By e-mail: Letters@ 
BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters, The Brooklyn 
Paper, 55 Washington St., 
Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

All letters must be signed and 


returned. The earlier in the week 
you send your letter, the better. 


ment from the ground up. 

Atlantic Yards has always been 
atop-down, developer-driven proj- 
ect. Opposition to Atlantic Yards, 
on the other hand, is very much 
the story of community organizing; 
of individuals, community groups, 
blogs, The Brooklyn Paper and lo- 
cal electeds attempting to get the 
state and the developer to take com- 
munity concerns into account. 

Beyond the legal and legislative 
efforts, Atlantic Yards is a test of 
government that makes sense, and 
in a wider sense, government that 
acts ethically. So for the foresee- 
able future the community will 
continue to work to prevent an- 
other developer- driven, back- 
room deal that moves money to 
preferred players at the expense of 
Brooklyn’s long-term benefit. 
Alan Rosner, Prospect Heights 

Mean streets 

To the editor, 

Thanks foryour coverage of the 
“clown” bike ride on Kent Avenue 
(“A bunch of clowns,” Dec. 20). 
But the reporting on the issue was 
strikingly one-sided. If there are so 
many people who are supporting 
the bike lanes, where are they? 

Williamsburg is part of a global 
city, which saw a 36-percent in- 
crease in biking last year. Biking 
and bike activism is on the rise 
citywide. These are the people 
who pushed for the new bike lanes 
as part of the Bloomberg compre- 
hensive plan for the city. 

This increase in biking repre- 
sents a vision of sustainable city 
independent of cars or polluting 
transportation. Biking, not car 
driving, increases health. 

The Kent Avenue bike lane is 


part of the solution for a global city 
of residents with many more posi- 
tions than represented in your one- 
sided piece. Indeed, who are the 
real clowns: those who wear funny 
hats and support practical solu- 
tions to a congested city’s health 
and environmental problems or 
those with their heads in the sand 
who adhere to the narrow inter- 
ests of a small cohort of residents 
who care of little about the city 
but their own parking spaces? 

Benjamin Shepard, 
Carroll Gardens 

To the editor, 

Street design shouldn’t be dictated 
by who shouts the loudest. And it 
certainly shouldn’t come down to 
scoringpolitical points. Both the pro- 
posed greenway and existing bike 
lane are the products of a strong 
community process and we should 
let that process unfold without in- 


jecting election year politics. 

Bike lanes in South Williams- 
burg have had a tough time. Back 
in 2005, part of the proposed Berry 
Street bike lane was successfully 
blocked by residents who didn’t 
want bicyclists on their streets, 
even though this lane had no im- 
pact whatsoever on the street’s traf- 
fic or parking capacity. Emotion 
prevailed, and it took more than 
two years before North Brooklyn 
— the densest biking community 
in the city — received its next bike 
lane. We paid the price with traf- 
fic-related injuries in the interim. 

Wiley Norvell, Greenpoint 

On the run 

To the editor, 

Thanks for your coverage of 
my early work to reach out to the 
community in next year’s cam- 
paign for City Council (“They’re 


off! Council candidates start mak- 
ing their pitch,” Dec. 20). 

But far from having held “be- 
hind the scenes fundraisers,” I’ve 
been meeting hundreds of people 
throughout the 39th Council district. 
More than 75 people have already 
hosted dozens of house parties, in- 
viting their friends and neighbors to 
meet me in their living rooms, with 
nearly 500 people attending. 

As co-chair of the Commu- 
nity Board 6 Housing and Human 
Services Committee, I’ve chaired 
or testified at public hearings on 
Long Island College Hospital, the 
Gowanus Canal and East Wind- 
sor Terrace rezonings, PS 160, af- 
fordable housing issues, and the 
proposed restructuring of senior 
citizen programs. 

I’m grateful to have had the op- 
portunity, early in my campaign, to 
work with so many people through- 
out our community, and to learn 
what’s important to them. 


I believe that local government 
can still work — but only if politi- 
cians listen to those they are sup- 
posed to represent. That’s why get- 
ting started early is so important. 

Brad Lander, Park Slope 
The writer is a candidate for the 

City Council seat occupied by 
Bill DeBlasio (D-Park Slope). 

Taking a ‘Toll’ 

To the editor, 

I am a resident and a father of 
three children residing in Carroll 
Gardens approximately one block 
from the Gowanus Canal. Overthe 
last year, we have witnessed the se- 
rious imbalance between the con- 
cerns of my community and the 
interests of local officials. Let’s 
be clear, development is not the 
issue. The issue is safety. 

Broadly, community develop- 
ment is based on mutual respect 


Web readers take bite of Gersh 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Last week, our carnivore in 
chief Gersh Kuntzman lived 
and reviewed the ultimate red- 
blooded fantasy, back-to-back 
steak dinners at Williamsburg 
stalwart Peter Luger’s and 
Downtown upstart Morton’s. 
His mouth-tested, stomach- 
approved conclusions — that 
Morton’s is superior to Luger 
in every way — produced a 
huge pile of reader feedback. 
For your pleasure, we regurgi- 
tate the Grade-A remarks from 


BrooklynPaper.com. 

Kuntzman’s takedown of Peter 

commenters who accused the icon- 
oclastic columnist of the year of 
being a shill for Morton’s. 

“Morton’s does not even come 
close to Luger’s,” wrote “JR from 
Long Island.” “Morton’s must be 
paying the reviewer off in un- 
derwhelming steak dinners.” 
Others denounced the piece 
for endorsing a chain restaurant 
over the independent Southside 
beef paradise. 


“You prefer a chain over an 
institution? I’ve eaten at Mor- 
ton’s and it was fine. [I] eat at 
Luger’s twice a year and it’s 
amazing. LUGER’S, LUGER’S, 
LUGER’S,” cheered “Chris from 
Park Slope.” 

But for others, Kuntzman was 
amodem-day Columbus,boldly 
daring to challenge an oft-re- 
peated, yet rarely tested, truth. 

“The vastly inflated myth of 
PL’s porterhouse has needed a 
good puncturing for a long time. 
Gersh may notbethemantodoit 


— a real food critic should have 
the guts to say it — but essen- 
tially he’s right that Luger’s is 
one of those joints, like Grimal- 
di’s, that people defend and over- 
praise more out of knee-jerk tra- 
dition than reality,” wrote “J.J. 
from Brooklyn Heights.” 

Val from Windsor Terrace” 
was in complete agreement. 

“AMEN! Just went to Mor- 
ton’s and had an excellent meal 
with my family! I’ve always hated 
Peter Luger’s and I’m glad that 
you did this review!” 


between residents and govern- 
ment. The proposed Toll Broth- 
ers development (“To-Toll vic- 
tory for Gowanus project,” Nov. 
22) on the Gowanus this year is 
a betrayal of our safety. We all 
have access to the reports: De- 
partment of Environmental Con- 
servation, Columbia University, 
Army Corps of Engineers, and 
the Federal Emergency Manage- 
ment Agency. They all echo sim- 
ilar dangerous warnings. 

I suppose my greatest disappoint- 
ment is not that my elected repre- 
sentatives have turned a blind eye 
to my family’s safety, but that they 
have decided to seek the short term 
gains at the expense of those vested 
in my neighborhood. Recenthistory 
— from Freddie Mac to Citibank 
to Bemie Madoff — shows how 
leadership has failed public trust. 
We all were lulled that our man- 
agement and government represen- 
tatives would do the right thing. 

But the Gowanus will be white- 
washed, and its core will hold a 
deathly time bomb under our pil- 
lows. When the chips fall, we look 
at the victims and pity them while 
forgiving the sins of those respon- 
sible. So the primary question for 
me is “who will take responsi- 
bility for this risk when it hap- 
pens?” There are more than 50 
pathogens in the canal. Any dis- 
turbance will elevate the levels 
of toxicity and risk of exposure 
to nearby residents (including my 
family, friends and neighbors). 

Until there is a cleanup, natural 
remediation is the most effective 
alternative. Any proposed develop- 
ment should take second consid- 
eration to these cleanup require- 
ments. Kevin Duffy-Acevedo, 
Carroll Gardens 



Patients should get the care they deserve 
at New York Methodist Hospital 

EST 




We want a guarantee that there will be 
enough RNs on duty to give our patients 
the care they need. 


Research has shown that care from RNs is not 
just important - it’s a matter of life and death. 


Help us ensure quality care. 

Support the New York Methodist RNs. 


A message from the 
New York Methodist RNs and the 

New York State 

IBLIJEHK 

ASSOCIATION. 
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YES. YOU CAN! 


It’s time to party all over for Barack’s day 


F or the borough that gave Barack Obama 
eight out of every 10 votes in November, 
Jan. 20 is Christmas, New Year’s, Hallow- 
een and Thanksgiving all rolled into one. 

So it’s no wonder that Baracklyn is gear- 
ing up to celebrate the transfer of presiden- 
tial power next week with all-night raves, 
viewing parties, and at least two big balls. 

Here’s how to set your political agenda 
over the next few days before the Free 
World finally get a new Leader: 

JANUARY 18 

From Martin to Barack 

Jan. 20 may arguably be the culmina- 
tion of the odyssey of blacks in American 
politics. And with Martin Luther King day 
falling on Jan. 19, what better time is there 
to reflect on the man who kick-started the 
long climb to the top? 

Kevin Powell, who has gone from his 
appearance on the first season of MTV’s 
“Real World” to become a writer, activist, 
and congressional candidate, will give the 
keynote speech at an event to commemo- 
rate this auspicious time in black history. 

"Dr. King, Civil Rights, Hip Hop and 
Barack Obama" at the Kumble Theater 
for the Performing Arts [1 University Plaza 
between Willoughby Street and DeKalb 
Avenues in Fort Greene, (212) 360-0399). 
3:30 pm. FREE. 

Hip hop and cold hops 

It’s probably safe to say that no pres- 
idential inauguration has ever been met 
before with pulsing dance beats and free- 
flowing malt liquor. 

Two days before Obama takes the oath, 
DJ Mannes, Steve Lurkel and Designer 
Drugs’ Michael Vincent Patrick will keep 
the dance floor burning — and also help 
raise money for a national Martin Luther 

Get there before 11 pm, and the Colt 




hop! 


Smack Mellon in DUMBO gets ready for its big Inauguration 


45 is free. 

"/ have a Beat" at Glasslands Gallery 
[289 Kent Ave. between South First and 
South Second streets in Williamsburg.) 9 
pm-4 am. $7-$12. RSVP to ihaveabeat@ 
gmail.com. 

JANUARY 19 

Get on the bus 

What better place to witness the inau- 
gural than Capitol Hill? Well, the coveted 
bus tickets are long sold out, but you can 
still go to a gala send-off. 


Galapagos Art Space will host a cruise- 
themed bon voyage party for George W. 
Bush that will culminate in the departure 
of an inauguration-bound party bus at 1 
am. Partygoers are encouraged to dress as 
“Love Boat” extras. Tropical drinks and 
deck games will round out the celebration 
of King George’s retreat, which, fittingly, 
will benefit Planned Parenthood. 

Bus departure party at Galapagos 
Art Space [16 Main St. at Water Street in 
DUMBO, (718)222-8500). 8pm-1 am. $20. 
RSVPtoinauguration@galapagosartspace. 


DeKalb Avenue’s president’s day 


N 


By Mike McLaughlin 

_ ooklyn Paper ' . 

v this is a real President’s Day cel- 
| ebration. 

Just as on that other holiday honor- 
■ prior commanders in chief, about 
30 businesses on or near DeKalb Avenue in 
Fort Greene will offer a weekend of special 
deals in the run up to Barack Obama’s inau- 
guration as the 44th president on Tuesday. 

From Saturday, Jan. 17, until Obama 
is sworn in, many restaurants will offer 
food and drink specials, while stores will 
have one-time offers. Participating busi- 
nesses are identifiable by an “inaugura- 
tion on DeKalb” sign. 

The deep discounts mirror the neighbor- 
hood’s deep support. Back on Election Night, 
thousands of people spilled onto DeKalb 
Avenue in a spontaneous celebration of the 
junior Senator from Illinois’s victory. 

“The whole neighborhood backed 
Obama,” said Mark Henegan, the owner 



Oh-bama!: Caffe E Vino owner Giu- 
seppe Gambino toasts the incoming 
president, who will be celebrated with 
discounts and parties on DeKalb Ave. 


of the South African restaurant Madiba. 
“I was one of the first people to put up his 
poster in the window.” 

Madiba, which is at the corner of Car- 


lton Avenue, is planning for a boisterous 
crowd the day Obama is sworn in. It will 
be open for brunch to watch the broadcast 
live from Washington. Later there will be 
live music and copious amounts of “Obama 
Mama” rum punch. 

The proprietor of Caffe E Vino said he 
was swept up in the tide of enthusiasm that 
many people in the neighborhood feel for 
■ the incoming president. 

“I believe in him,” said Giuseppe 
Gambino, whose Italian restaurant is be- 
tween Ashland Place and St. Felix Street. 
“He seems like he knows what he’s doing.” 
That’s important in this time of economic 
crisis, Gambino said, because “There’s no 
easy work for him to straighten up every- 
thing,” he said. 

He’s offering customers a free glass of 
red or white (but not blue) wine as part of 

For a full (and impressive) list of parti- 
cipating restaurants and businesses, see 
dekalbavenue.wordpress.com. 


THE BIG DAY 

If you like to watch 

If you’re looking for a more traditional 
way to celebrate such a group catharsis 
as the Obama inauguration. BAM Rose 
Cinemas will show the event live on ev- 
ery screen, and best of all, it’s free. 

BAM Rose Cinemas [30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland Place and St. 
Felix Street in Fort Greene, (718) 636- 
4100). 11 am. FREE, www.bam.org. 

Lose the Bush 

For the more vindictive among us, one 
event will focus less on the incoming pres- 
ident, and more on giving the outgoing 
one a swift kick in the rear. 

Southpaw in Park Slope will host a fare- 
well party to celebrate the departure of the 
Decider, hosted by DJs Alex Grashow and 
Jah C, with replays of the day’s events on 
a giant screen. 

Goodbye party for Bush at South- 
paw [125 Fifth Ave. at St. Johns Place in 
Park Slope, (718) 230-0236). 6 pm. FREE. 
www.spsounds.com. 

The inaugural balls 

Two big balls will be held in Brooklyn 
on Jan. 20, and just like the president, you 
can traipse from one to the other over the 
course of the evening. 

The first event, held at Smack Mellon, 
an art gallery, and will feature a “farewell 
speech” by Dick Cheney (played by an 
impersonator, unfortunately) and a cash 
bar. Food will be sold by Red Hook Park’s 
Latin food vendors. 

A second event at the Bell House, anewly 
opened concert hall and bar on Seventh 
Street, will honor the transition of power 
while also raising money for PS 261, a 
Gowanus elementary school. Plenty of food 
and wine will accompany a re-broadcast 
of President Obama’s inaugural speech, 
followed by music and dancing. 

And though you won’t be serenaded 
by the Marine Corps Band, there will be 
plenty of live music at both events. The 
Bell House will feature a South African 
music ensemble and a spoken-word per- 
formance by Brooklyn-based poet/musi- 
cian Karen Gibson Roc, and Smack Mel- 
lon will have DJ Small 0hange. 

PS 261 Inaugural Ball at the Bell House 
[149 Seventh St., between Second and 
Third avenues in Gowanus, (718) 643- 
6510). 7 pm. $75 per person. For info, visit 
www.ps261.org. 

Smack Mellon Inaugural Ball [92 Plym- 
outh St. at Washington Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 834-8761). 7 pm. $25 per person. For 
info, visit www.smackmellon.org. 


lost’ & fun 


I 


Fans of the adventure drama “Lost” look- 
ing for a premiere party next Wednesday need 
look no further than the Bell House, where a 
recap rock band will get fans up to speed. 

The highly addictive show, which chron- 
icles the adventures 
of plane crash survi- 

land (pictured), left its 
fans hanging when Sea- 
son Four ended — but 
Previously on Lost, the 
band, will recap all the 
plot twists. 

As further entice- 
ment, there’ll be $1 rum 
punches, and “Lost”-in- 
spired soap, T-shirts and survival kits furnished 
by the event-listing group Brooklyn Based. 

The band formed last November when “Lost” 
junkies Adam Schatz and Jeff Curtin wanted to 
honor the show to which they had both become 
addicted (sex, drugs and “Lost”?). 

When they realized the premiere was fast 
approaching, the now five-member band ap- 
proached Bell House with the idea to perform 
before the show’s three-hour premiere. 

“It’s a pretty ridiculous situation,” said Bell 
House Manager William Crane. 

Previously on Lost at the Bell House [149 Sev- 
enth St., between Second and Third avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], Jan. 21 at 8 pm. 
"Lost" screening at 9 pm. Cover, $5. Visit www. 
thebellhouseny.com for info . — Sarah Portlock 


■ ' HUM 

Rock tsars 





Mumiy Troll, the st 
group, is undergoing a musical Glasnost. 

The Mussorgskys of metal are famous for 
merging Russian rock 
and pop, and they’re hop- 
ing that their upcoming 
Bell House show, plus J 
their new album, “Com- 
rade Ambassador,’ ’ will 
bridge the gap between 
the former Cold War 
enemies. 

They’ve come a long way since 
forming in 1983 in Vladivostok, a Soviet back- 
water. “Back then, we did not hear rock and 
roll,” said lead “Troll” Ilya Lagutenko. “Lots 
of rock music was simply banned.” 

Touring the states is the culimation alongtime 
dream for the czars of Russian rock. But the Jan. 
22 show is just the start, Lagutenko said. 

“Every artist dreams about world-wide suc- 
cess one day — it’s normal, isn’t it?” said La- 
guntenko. “However, whether world now is 
ready to welcome [a] new Elvis — whether his 
name is Ilya or Rashid or Jing Jing — that’s a 
big question.” 

Mumiy Troll at the Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. between Second and Third avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], Jan. 22, 7:30 pm. 
Tickets: $30. — Ben Muessig 


Go ‘Fourth’ 

OK, Readings on the Fourth Floor — quite 
possibly the only elementary-school fundraiser 
frequented by the Giants of American Letters 
— is still raising money to buy dead-tree-based 
books. But on Jan. 21, the Park Slope school’s 
annual series will fea- 
ture authors who write 
about sustainability. 
Tokickoffthefifth- 
^ t _ annual reading series, 

, 0 journalist and PS 107 

■ (I parent Elizabeth Royte, 

who wrote “Bottlema- 
nia,” will be joined by 
Helen Coronato (pic- 
tured), author of “Eco- 
Friendly Families,” and Starre Vartan, who 
wrote “The Eco-Chick Guide to Life.” 

The PS 107 reading series has gotten on the 
borough’s cultural radar screen, thanks to ap- 
pearances by members of the Brooklyn literati, 
including Jonathan Lethem, Paul Auster, John 
Hodgman, Mo Willems and Jonathan Safran 

The schedule for the rest of the year is open, 
but the rumors are that Foer, whose novel, “Ev- 
erything is Illuminated,” made him the great- 
est writer of his generation, will show up. Stay 

Readings on the Fourth Floor, Jan. 21, at PS 
107 (1301 Eighth Ave., between 13th and 14th 
streets in Park Slope), 7:30 pm. Tickets, $15 in 
advance/$20 at the door. For info, visit: www. 
ps107.org. — Zeke Faux 





Dinner £pecial 

ALL MENU 

30% OFF 

with this coupon. 


Tempura * Teriyaki 
Hibachi * Fried Rice 
Sushi • Sashimi 
Noodle Soup 

cGuncb Specials 

11:30 a. m. -3:00 p.m. 

2 Roll $6.95 

3 Roll $8.95 


236 7th Ave 

718 . 788.0083 

Free Delivery 
Special Rates for 
Birthday Parties 
& Corporate Events 



COCO 

ROCO 

Brooklyn’s Best 


Chicken! 


HAPPY HOUR! 

Nightly 5 to 7:30pm 

All specialty cocktails: $ 4 00 
All bottles & draft beer: $ 3 00 


PARK SLOPE 

392 5th Ave. (6th & 7th St.) 

LIVE MUSIC 

• WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 

• SAT & SUN BRUNCH 


718 - 965-3376 


COBBLE HILL 

139 Smith St. (Bergen & Dean) 71 8 - 254-9933 


Free Delivery /Take-out & Catering / fTl H •• H 


NFL Playoffs & Super Bowl \ 
Catering From . . . 


Bowl 

ft 


Spicy^/piCkLe 

Serving Panini, Salads, Subs, and Soup 



THIS WEEK ON 
WATER STREET.. 

WATCH ON OUR 8-FOOT 
JUMBO-TRON SCREENS 



Water Street Restaurant 
& Underwater Lounge 

66 Water Street in Dumbo Brooklyn 

718 - 625-9352 

www.waterstreetrestaurant.com 
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CELEBRATE THE POWER 
OF A DREAM WITH THE 
POWER OF MUSIC 

JOIN TARGET IN HONORING THE LEGACY OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
AT TWO SPECIAL PERFORMANCES 



Target is proud to honor the memory of Dr. King by 
sponsoring free admission on Monday, January 1 9, 
to BAM’s tribute event and special performances at 
Jazz at Lincoln Center. For more information, 
visit BAM.org and jalc.org/letfreedomswing. 

Be inspired. Be of service. 




Target gives 5% of its 
income to communities - 

over $3 million every week. 


Target.com/community 


The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.c 


(718) 834-9350 
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New Red Hook roaster 
sells the best beans ever 


By Gersh Kuntzman 


N 


http:// 

We taste the world's best coffee 

BrooklynPaper.com 


w that made Portland famous their beans properly and training 
— opens its new roasting facility baristas in the art of making the 
in Red Hook next month. perfect cup — a skill he’ll teach 


will allow dozens 
of restaurants and 
coffee bars to join 
theroastievolution 
with even fresher 
beans, said owner 
Duane Sorenson, 
whomoved to Car- 
roll Gardens ayear 
ago to oversee his 
company’s east- 
ward expansion. 

GO Brooklyn 


Roots Cafe [639A Fifth 


Luquer Street in Carroll 
Gardens, (718) 403-0033], 
Stumptown Coffee Roast- 


ular Court Street 

“I always stop- 
ped by Brooklyn 
on my way to or 
from our farm- 
ers in Africa and 
knew it would be 
the place for us,” 
Sorenson said. 
“But the timing 
was never right. 

Thctir 


A: - - 


Has beans: Duane Sorenson of Stumptown Coffee, the 
pride of Portland, Oregon, is about to open a roasting plant 
in Red Hook. This is big news for java junkies. 


Sorenson the other day — and also perfect for Jamey Hamm, 
we can report firstmouth that it’s owner of Roots Cafe, which sells 
a savory cup of joe with a thick, Stumptown blends exclusively, 
chocolate-y richness. Hamm relocated to Park Slope 

Sorenson said the taste is aresult from his native Alabama about 
ofbuying coffee at fair trade prices a year ago “without a job or an 
from growers in Africa and Cen- apartment,” he said, 
tral and South America, roasting After working at a cafe for a 



year, he broke out on his own, 
taking over an existing cof- 
fee shop on Fifth Avenue in the 
South Slope and rechristening it 
“Roots Cafe.” 

“A good friend of mine is from 
Portland and he said that I had to 
sell the Stumptown coffee,” said 
Hamm, who received his training 
fromSorensonhimself. “It’s amaz- 
ing stuff; the best I’ve ever had. 
I also liked the fact that Stump- 


town’s coffee is Fair Trade.” 

Hamm said he did lose some of 
the prior coffee shop’s regulars, 
but dismissed them as “people 
who don’t care where their cof- 
fee comes from or how the farm- 

“I’m getting so many people 
who come in because they know 
about Stumptown’s policies,” he 
added. “Plus, they can taste the 
difference.” 


New in North Bklyn 

Two new restaurants have 
opened in as many weeks in Wil- 
liamsburg and Greenpoint, bring- 
ing fresh eats to a burgeoning cu- 
linary scene. 

The Lovin' Cup Cafe of- 
ficially opened on North Sixth 
Street on Jan. 12, serving high- 
end fare late into the night. Diners 
can grub on a gras s-fed black An- 
gus meatloaf with garlic mashed 
potatoes ($16) or mac and cheese 
with spinach and artichoke ($12) 
until 4 am while sipping from the 
bar’s extensive bourbon list. 

On weekends, every item on 
the “Recession Brunch” menu — 
bourbon French toast included — 
goes for $6. 

In Greenpoint, gourmands are 
flocking to the long-awaited River 
Barrel Cafe, which opened on 
Franklin Street on New Year’s 
Day. The new restaurant boasts 
an eggnog challah French toast 


m 



with a cranberry and blueberry 
compote ($12) for brunch, and 
a wild mushroom ravioli with a 
sage brown butter sauce ($16) for 
dinner. The new eatery offers an 
eclectic selection of bottled beers 
and a developing list of artisanal 
sakes, wines and signature cock- 
tails. 

The Lovin' Cup [93 North Sixth 
St. between Wythe Avenue and 
Berry Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
302-1180], River Barrel Cafe [160 
Franklin St. between India and 
Java streets in Greenpoint, (718) 
389-8881] —BenMuessig 

A little rib-bing 

The finger-licking empire of 
Jim Mamary ebbs and flows. On 
the heels of his failure to open a 
much-desired oyster bar on Hoyt 
Street last year, plus Sunday’s shut- 
ting of Patois, Brownstone Brook- 


lyn fans will 
have to travel a bit 
further afield to take a bite 
out of this restaurant pioneer. 

Mamary’s latest venture, a 
BBQ joint named Billy Sun- 
day's, will open on Tuesday in 
Prospect Lefferts Gardens, next 
door to his Mexican cantina Cafe 
Enduro. Mamary named his St. 
Louis-style smokehouse after the 
renowned 20th-century evange- 
list. Until Friday, the joint will be 
serving drinks only — then food 
service begins, reported the blog 
Hawthorne Street. 

Billy Sunday's [47 Lincoln Rd., 
between Flatbush and Ocean 
avenues in Prospect Lefferts 
Gardens, no phone yet] 

— Mike McLaughlin 

Patois au revoir 

On the subject of Patois, The 
Brooklyn Paper managed to snag a 
table during the last supper at the 
fabled Smith Street eatery on Sun- 


day night — but the whole 
experience was a bit anti- 
climactic. 

We expected araucous 
party, given that Patois was 
the pioneering restaurant that 
started Smith Street’s transfor- 
mation into one of the city’s eat- 
ing destinations — and its owners, 
Alan Harding and the Mamary 
brothers, have legions of fans. 

On Sunday night, yes, all the 
trappings that made Patois great 
were there, from the faded bistro 
posters to the cheap wine list to 
the square metal bread baskets 
to the roaring fire. And the meal 
— a bowl of mussels and a plate 
of scallops with Brussels sprouts 
and lardons — was as good as 

But the crowds weren’t. Per- 
haps regulars didn’t feel the need 
to rush down for one last plate of 
steak frites; after all, the wait- 
ress said that the re 
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Put us down for a table for two 
near the fireplace. 

— Gersh Kuntzman 


Conserve your energy. 

Put your winter bills on a budget. 



Keep your heating costs in check 
with National Grid. 

Sign up for FREE Balanced Billing. If you’re a National Grid customer, 
you can spread out your home heating payments over 1 2 months to 
help make your bills more manageable. Enroll online today by visiting 
nationalgridus.com and clicking "My Account.” Or pay the Balanced 
Billing amount on your bill for automatic enrollment. 

See if you qualify for financial assistance. The Home Energy Assistance 
Program (HEAP) offers grants to help you pay your energy bills - even if 
you rent. Funds are awarded first-come, first-served to financially eligible 
customers, so contact the NYC Human Resources Administration (HRA) 
at 1-800-692-0557 today. 


Visit thinksmartthinkgreen.com for money-saving tips. 


©2009 National Grid 


nationalgrid 

The power of action!" 
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MESQUITE GRILL 

FULL SERVICE RESTAURANT 
FULL SERVICE BAR 

408 5 th AVENUE, PARK SLOPE 

WE CATER!! 

718 - 788-1137 

TAKE OUT AND DELIVERY 


LA 

mqowtL 

72 7 th AVENUE, PARK SLOPE 
<£* 
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Yearly ■ 
Special | 
$299.00' 


3 Month 
Special 
$99.00 




WHERE TO GO 


EDITORS' PICKS 


TUESDAY 

January 20 


WEDNESDAY 

January 21 

Drink it in 

Our friends at 3rd 
Ward in Bushwick 
have a fun weekly tra- 
dition. Artists and 



THURSDAY 

January 22 


January 23 


SUNDAY 

January 25 





NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN 

Compiled by Susan Rosenthal Jay 



PAY-AS-YOU-GO • $5 DAILY WORKOUT 








Editor A January 1 7, 2009 

nf thpVpar 1 


The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 834-9350 


















s 




LISTYOUBEVENT- 




WS 3 


Pay to play 

Moxie Spot adds new fee 
to cover kids' playtime fun 
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And tell Tchaikovsky the news: Mumiy Troll frontman Ilya 3^°^ M'e ^ 
Lagutenko formed the rock and roll group in the Gorbachev Mobius Collective and dj Misbehaviour, 
era. The Russian equivalent of The Who will play the Bell House K^lecord ReleasTpa^s pm 
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TALK TO US... 





t the venue before you go to 











SMART... 

Continued from page 1 

houses, coops and condos are worth and how rich they’ll 
be when they retire. 

Those conversations always make Smartmom feel like 
the real estate loser that she is. It seemed like it was lim- 
itless how much her friends’ properties were going to be 
worth one day while Smartmom and Hepcat just sank 
more and more money into her landlord’s pocket. 

Everyone knows that Smartmom and Hepcat are real 
losers when it comes to the real-estate wars. But now she’s 
just glad that they have a roof over their heads that they 
can afford, which will be big enough once Teen Spirit 
moves out next year to go on his Gap Year. 

• She also won’t have to feel foolish for having de- 
cided to be a writer rather than a lawyer, a bond trader or 
a financial analyst. For years, she kicked herself for not 
choosing a more lucrative profession. Maybe it’s time to 
retire the envy she feels toward people who could count 
on yearly bonuses that enabled them to live the high life 
like second homes, ski trips and beach vacations. 

• And Smartmom is glad that she won’t have to de- 
fend the value of public school anymore. Isn’t it obvi- 
ous? It’s free. Get it? 

• It’s also nice that Smartmom doesn’t have to envy those 
friends who had enough disposable income to collect con- 
temporary art and famous name modern furniture. She can 
do what she’s always done: just frame one of Hepcat’s pho- 
tographs if they need something on their wall. 

Frankly, the new Depression isn’t that different from 
life as usual in their Third Street apartment. Economic 
insecurity, revolving debt, and a never expanding stan- 
dard of living. 

Welcome to my life, Smartmom says. It’s not that bad, 
you know. 

Louise Crawford organizes Brooklyn Reading Works 
events at the Old Stone House in J.J. Byrne Park. On 
Jan. 22 at 8 pm, the reading will feature new works by 
playwrights Lizzie Olesker, Gary Winter, Jessica Bau- 
man and Scott Adkins. Call (718) 768-3195 for info. 


ARENA PLAN 


The Brooklyn Paper, Markowitz said 
he remained confident that the “arena 
will be a beautiful, world-class facil- 
ity,” but that “efficiencies and cost sav- 
ings need to be found.” 

On the topic of Gehry, the Beep aban- 
doned his long-time cheerleading. 

“Frank Gehry is a world-class ar- 
chitect,” Markowitz said, but then de- 
ferred to Ratner to decide what to do 
with the starchitect, whose expensive 
design was one of the main selling 
points of Atlantic Yards. “It’s the de- 
cision of the developers and others to 
decide who is the right person for the 


PosJz 

FAMILY DENTISTRY 


245 Fifth Avenue (between Carroll & Garfield) 


• Emergency Service 

• Implant Restorations 

• Root Canal Therapy 

• Lumineers® Porcelain Veneers 

• 1 Hour, In-Office Bleaching 

• White Fillings • Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants • Cleanings 

• Crowns • Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 
Adolescent -Adult 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack pBd- CerfJ 


Plans Welcomed 789-5700 

rv.ParkSlopeFamilyDentistry.com 'fy 


$152-million loan that Ratner took out 
to buy property in the Atlantic Yards 
footprint — a loan that has now ac- 
crued to $177 million — comes due. 
The Wall Street Journal reported that 
Ratner is in talks with his creditors to 
extend the loan, but such credit is tight 
right now. 

Atlantic Yards opponents, who have 
long called for Atlantic Yards to be 
scaled back so that it could be built with- 
out massive public subsidies, looked 
at Markowitz’s statement with befud- 
dlement. 

“Now Marty says that the project 
is not economically feasible,” said 
Daniel Goldstein, a spokesman for 
Develop Don’t Destroy Brooklyn. “It 
wasn’t feasible in a good economy, ei- 
ther. That’s why the whole thing needs 
to be scrapped so we can develop the 


Notice of Formation of Clothesline Designs LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 1 1/25/08. Office 
location: Kings County. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to LLC, c/o 
Clothesline Designs LLC 5 Coachmans Court, 
Old Westbury, New York 1 1 568 PB48 . 2 







Real Estate • Merchandise • Employment 
Religious Services • Family • Public Notices 
Home Improvement • Professional Services 


The Brooklyn Classifieds 


January 17, 2009 
Call (718) 834-9350 ext. 109 
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HOME IMPROVEMENT 





REAL ESTATE 



AGENTS AND BROKERS 





Corcoran’s 2006 Brooklyn 
Rookie of the Year 

"Philip — Thanks for the fantastic job you did from 
happy with the job and service you provided for us 

Philip Henn, Senior Associate Broker 
124 Montague Street, Brooklyn Heights 
phone: 718-923-8013, cell: 917-602-8416 
email: phenn@corcoran.com 


3-4 bedrooms 2 1/2 baths, 
garage, brand new 
starting in the $150,000’s 

Surrounded by the Susquehanna River and 
Blue Riage Mountain Range, fishing, boating, 


fear Hershey • Harrisburg • Gettysburg 
I WILL COME TO YOU I 
Call Today & See Hnw Quick Vuur 


Bruce Casher- Licensed Realtor 

Keller Williams of Central PA 

717.418.2719 


BROOKLYN’S OLDEST 
CO-OPERATIVE J 


fe,IN DOWNTOWN " 
**'3f BROOKLYN! ; 

x 

► Upgraded Studios, 1 , 2, & 3 BR Apartments Available 
► Only 4 Apartments on Each Floor; All Corners 
► Self Service Elevators & Laundry Facilities in Each Buildin 
► Large Walk-in Closets 

► Close to Schools, Shopping, & Businesses 

► A MUST SEE! 


KINGSVIEW HOMES INC 

phone 718 . 875.9225 tax 718 . 875.5144 


NEW JERSEY - MAPLEWOOD 


Move to a Suburb 

even a New Yorker can love 

Maplewood • South Orange • NJ 

• 29 Minutes to NY Penn Station 

• Theaters, galleries, performing arts center 

• A community where everyone is welcome! 

• Gourmet restaurants and shopping 

• Cosmopolitan living in suburban setting 
www.twotowns.org • 1-800-256-7329 
for a free information kit or tour. 

Sponsored by the Community Coalition. 


Specializing in the Purchases end Sales of Residential Properly 


FULTON STREET 
LUXURY CONDOS 

1-2 Br. from 390K 
Excellent Loc. 


BOERUM HILL 
LUXURY CONDOS 

1-2 Br. from 499K 
Tax Abated/Low CC 


CLINTON HILL 
LUXURY CONDOS 

U. 1-2 Br. from 449K 
Excellent Loc. 


PROSPECT PARK 
LUXURY CONDOS 

1-2 Br. from 339K 
Tax Abated/Low CC 


4 % 


BROKER'S FEE 


254 Flatbush Avenue (between St. Marks S Prospect PL) 

(71 8) 230-7560 • (71 8) 230-7563 FAX 

Email: Info@EudiaRealty.com 


REACH THOUSANDS 

OF POTENTIAL CUSTOMERS 
NEAR YOUR BUSINESS. 

ca.. 718 . 834.9350 

To advertise in classifieds 
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WORLD 

CLASS 

CARE. 


SO 

CLOSE TO 
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The advanced care you need. The respect you deserve. 

Compassion. Understanding. And world-class medicine through our new affiliation with 
NYU Langone Medical Center. At Woodhull, we're proud to offer better healthcare to our 
family, friends and neighbors. Here, our culturally diverse and multi-lingual medical staff 
provides the comfort and support you need to make the best decisions for you and your family. 
Putting patients first — it's the kind of treatment that makes everyone feel better. 


Woodhull North Bropklyn 


Health Network 




FFILIATED Wl 


Langone Medical Center 


760 Broadway (at Flushing Ave.), Brooklyn, NY 718.260.7855 


I 


WE SPEAK YOUR LANGUAGE 


_ 




